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I.  My introduction to Gimili: The first time I heard of Gimli was during the showing of a film for my course in Culture & Conflict last Fall. The film was recommended to me by John. I borrowed the film from Anna Snyder to whom I am very grateful. The film depicts the cross-cultural experience of Canadians of Icelandic descent in Gimli. It was made by a young gentleman from Gimli. The film captures the cultural activities of the Canadian Icelanders of Gimli and their struggle to relate to the larger culture in Iceland. 

After showing the film, I promised the class that I would visit Gimli before returning to Florida. This occasion, this evening, gave me the opportunity to fulfill that promise to the class. Tomorrow, I will be sending an e-mail to the class, indicating that, at long last I have visited Gimli! 

II. The meaning of this occasion in my professional experience: Since watching that film, I always believed that events in Gimli belong to the staff of the movies. Since Neil and Paul announced that the MSC faculty was hosting a farewell party for me in Gimli, I have been thinking of the meaning of this occasion in my own personal life.  Even more striking was the fact that the announcement stated that the party will be in celebration of my work in here at MSC and the City of Winnipeg. This announcement provoked many wonderful memories based on my past professional experience. One of the questions, which came to my mind, goes something like this: “Have I done more work for the refugees and human rights issue regarding Ethiopia?”In the area of Ethiopian studies, I effectively challenged the Ethiopianist ethno-centrist approach to the study of Ethiopia. How then was I  summarily condemned and declared persona non grata by two successive regimes? I also worked for a university in the U. S. in the office of international programs and Services for eight years. The first five years I served as International Student Advisor and last three years, I was promoted to Director. During those eight years, I developed major cross cultural programs, which were supported by the student government, over 20 clubs, academic departments and community organizations. My programs became a sort of model in promoting cross-cultural activities by effectively utilizing the presence of international students on American campuses. Nevertheless, I was fired by two successive provosts. In the first case, I was supported by faculty across the university and in the second, my complaint was supported by the Office of Equal Opportunity Commission (OEOC). THE OEOC is a federal agency in the US and they sided with me relative to my grievances against that institution.

III. All the good things, which came my way during the last nine months should be considered gifts: Subsequent to the aforementioned experiences, I can conclude that all achievements in the form of promotions, recognition etc for my professional efforts should be considered as gifts. Therefore, all that is good which I have been privileged to receive relative to my time as a visiting faculty to MSC are gifts. This includes the invitation to join the Conflict Resolution Studies faculty at MSC for one academic year, and of course, this wonderful party in Gimli. 
IV. The recognitions which came my way in Winnipeg have to do the sources than my personal accomplishments: I believe that the recognitions which have been accorded me while I have been in Winnipeg have more to do with the sources of this goodwill than my own performance. One such source is the Mennonite tradition, which roots for the underdog. The second source has to do with the character of the Canadian society. During my presentation at the University of Manitoba, I stated that I found the Canadian society to be more fair, civil, open, and more sympathetic toward newcomers. A distinguished British scholar expressed a similar view about the Canadian society. Of course, he was more articulate and concise than I am. I will read a few sentences from his writing regarding his observation of about Canadian society. He wrote:

It is a pleasure to have come to Canada again, a country which in so many respects has done more than others on this continent and indeed elsewhere to promote the Gandhian cause of peace. Only Scandinavian nations can match your concern for the poverty, suffering and neglect afflicting so much of the world. I am also happy to be here because I am British citizen who has also lived a number of years in the United States. It seems to me that Canada does not share the snobby and self-satisfied class consciousness of England, or the domineering and glitzy materialism of the U. S. It is straightforward, democratic and warm-hearted than either. No wonder I am happy to be here again, and most grateful for having been invited here and introduced so generously.     
The author of this piece was Professor Adam Curle, one of the pioneers of peace studies in Europe. He made these remarks during his speech on the occasion of the Gandhian Lecture series on Non-violence, at McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada, 1999. 
V. Hamda galcha (time to be thankful): Now it is time for me to be thankful. My name is Hamdesa. It originates form the word hamda. In Oromo language, hamda means to be thankful. My parents selected this name for me, based on the unique circumstance, which surrounded my birth. According to my family history, as the family was expecting my arrival, a disease of some came and wiped out their cattle. As you may know, there were not super markets or food stores, where one could buy milk for the new baby in rural Africa. Under such conditions, the family had to depend on milk produced by their own cows. It so happened that on the same day I was born, my father searched frantically and luckily, found a cow with milk. My happy father brought the cow home with milk. Then, the family had a gathering to discuss the future of the new baby and the family. The discussion included the baby they had lost before my birth and the loss of the cattle. Next, the family made a resolution, stating although they had suffered the loss of a child and cattle, the family has a new baby and a cow with milk to feed him; therefore they resolved to give hamda (give thanks) to God. In Oromo culture, you offer prayer after the food is eaten, not before. 

Thus, it is in this tradition of my family and personal history that, today, in Gimli, I resolve to give thanks for all the good things which have come my way during my stay in this great city of polite culture. I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to all those who were involved in the nomination and selection of the Esau Visiting Professor for the 2006/07 academic year. It is not possible to mention all the persons who helped me in my work here at Menno Simons College. However, a few individuals stand out. They answered all my questions and directed me to the right sources if they did not have the answers themselves. Most of them invited me for meals, some of them several times. Therefore, I will mention their names briefly. They are: Anna, Dean, Neil, Paul, John, Ismail and Stephanie. From the other department, Ruth and Judith extended to me friendship and moral support. I wish to thank both of them. I also wish to thank David for involving me in the new immigrant project. He also gave me history lessons on the Mennonites. For these specific acts of kindness, I am very grateful to him. The staff of MSC has been wonderful. Angie has been very generous and supportive in anything I needed. Allison, the jack of all trades, and master of all, assisted me in many ways. She has been a wonderful person to work with. I wish to thank both of them. 
From the University of Manitoba there are two persons, who assisted me in so many ways, deserve special thanks. Sean and Jessica opened  the door to new opportunities for me. They invited me to give two major lectures, sponsored by the Arthur Mauro Centre. They invited me to their home for meals several times. Their lovely daughter, Katie, gave me a warm hug every time I visited their home. They also recommended my name to other professionals, students and community leaders. Of course, I complained that they made me work too hard.

The Oromo Week Organizing Committee helped me to actualize my dream - - they sustained the vision I created some two decades ago regarding how the Oromos in the diaspora should empower themselves. The members of that committee are here this evening. I also wish to thank Damsho Ali. He is a great leader, and functions as the foot-soldier for his projects. He opened so many doors for my ideals and ideas. He too, gave me so many assignments. As the result, I have been on several radio talk shows in Australia and the U.S. and paltalks. Incidentally, I will be visiting Australia toward the end of July to give a presentation at a conference. I will also present to the local Oromo community there as a result of his promotion of me to the local Oromo community leadership. Dr. Eshetu Bashada also deserves special thanks for helping me in so many ways. He and his wonderful wife also invited me to their home several times. He provided the soothing elements during Oromo week. Bontu Galattaa, is an energetic young Oromo woman. She organized the Oromo Youth Association of Winnipeg. She also organized a program to teach Oromo language to children. During Oromo Week, she gave the most compelling and inspiring speech. Last, but not least, is Janine Legal. She is the Good Samaritan of the 21st century. Her dedication and zeal for the cause of refugees is contagious. For her selfless activities on behalf of Oromo refugees, the Oromos in Winnipeg gave her two names. One name is Ayyaanttuu - - it means the blessed woman. The second is Marrattu - - this name means the crazy woman. They gave her this name because she demanded dedication and perfection in promoting refugee cause in Winnipeg and beyond. 

Hamda Galcha - - it is time to be thankful. I wish thank you all of you for the kindness and courtesy you accorded me during my stay in Winnipeg. I wish to congratulate you and the college for developing and sustaining a solid degree program in the field of conflict analysis and resolution. Also, I wish to congratulate you for recruiting and retaining such a cohesive and dedicated faculty. 

God bless!
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